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Indy Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club  
Minutes  

 
September 7, 2014 

 

Hosts:  Charlie & Becky Griffith 

Place: At their home ï 1526 S. Hunter Rd.,    

Indianapolis, IN 

Attendance: 33 

 

Following a delicious pitch-in lunch of pulled pork 

sandwiches with all the trimmings, President Chuck 

Kern called our meeting to order.  

 

Such a pretty view on such a pretty day! 
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Vice President Dan Taylor who attended this yearôs International Meet stressed that Drive Your 

Studebaker Day is on September 13
th
 this year.  

 

This Thursday, September 11
th
, Chuck Kern, Ted Harbit, 

and Richard Poe will be going to the drag races at Stanton, 

Michigan.  This is a good time to highlight the 

performance of Studebakers, and our guys always make a 

good showing. 

 

Max Starkey wrote positive remarks in his local newsletter 

about the Indy Chapter providing fried chicken for the 

joint activity at the Grissom Air Force Base.  It seems the 

number who would be attending was under-estimated so 

the chicken provided by our guys was appreciated. 

 

50/50 Drawing:  Chuck Kern won $51.00 with $50.00 

going to the club treasury. 

 

Scott Jones made a motion that we adjourn.  Andy Swartz seconded the motion. 

    Judy Lawlis, Secretary 
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Story and Photos by Danny G. Taylor 

Chicago is a short trip for most of us in the Indy Chapter.  Next time you are there for whatever purpose, spend a little extra 

time and explore the two beautiful Studebaker buildings. 

Karen and I meet our classic car and historic preservation friends George and Mary Fraser of  Fond du Lac, Wisconsin there 

this spring. We stayed at the Palmer House in downtown Chicago so most of our excursions could be on foot.   Our purpose 

was three-ŦƻƭŘΥ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ άaƻǘƻǿƴέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǊƛŜƴǘŀƭ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǘƻǳǊǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Chicago Architectural Foundation and then on our own, explore the Studebaker Buildings.  So, in addition to Studebakers, 

this article will speak a little about architecture. 

Fine Arts Building ς 410 S. Michigan Ave. 

This building, original known as the Studebaker Building, was built between 1884-85 as the Studebaker Brothers Chicago 

area wagon and carriage manufacturing plant and showroom. It originally had eight stories (remodeled in 1898 to add three 

more stories) where the first four floors were showrooms which displayed up to 2,000 carriages as well as providing service. 

The remaining four floors were for the manufacturing process.  Its cost to construct was $750,000. It was designated a 

Chicago Landmark in 1978. 

The exterior walls are built of red syenite granite and Bedford limestone.  The two granite columns at the main entrance 

were said to be, at that time, the largest polished monolithic shafts in the country measuring 3 feet 8 inches in diameter 

and almost 13 feet in height.

        

As its current name suggests, it houses a variety of businesses associated with the arts: galleries, theatre, dance and 

recording studios, musical instrument makers and the like.  Also housed in the building is the Studebaker Theatre also 

known, as Studebaker Hall dedicated in 1898.  In its time, it was one of the most popular theatres in Chicago. 

 

Two Studebaker Buildings in Chicago 

Outside of the Fine Arts Building (left and above) 


