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Friday, May 27, twenty four members and guest had dinner at the Sugar Creek Barbeque Company in Nashville 

the night before the Drags. And bless her heart, host Rose Poe brought her delicious pies.  We enjoyed the tasty 

treats in the parking lot from the trunk of the Poe’s car!  It was delightful. We met the next morning, Saturday, 

at the Brown County Dragway to watch some racing. It was a beautiful day for racing. Thank you to Richard 

and Rose Poe for sponsoring this annual event. 

 

 

  

BRICKYARD 

BULLETIN
 

The Indy Chapter enjoyed a nice lunch at Bubba's 33 Restaurant June 12th.  We held a brief meeting and lots of 
visiting with friends on the only rainy day of June. The July meeting is the 7th Annual Bacon Backyard Luau and is 
a rain or shine event. We will be serving smoked Wild Texas pork and look forward to seeing everyone!    
 
There has been some thoughts and interest as to the history of the Indy Chapter.  We have many members that have 
been in the club along time, who has been a member the longest?  Becky Griffith and I will be looking for answers to 
the questions, when did the club start, who were the founding members and other interesting facts about our 
chapter.  I have reached out to a couple of people to start this search off but would love to hear from anyone who 
can add to this story.  We are thinking it is time to celebrate who we are, where we started and why do we do 
this!  Let us hear from you with your memories! 
 
Beth Doran has done a great job on our club roster.  It will be sent out electronically at first, we will then take orders 
for a printed copy that we would pass out at meetings for those that would like one.  Clip on name tags are also 
going to be available at meetings soon. The hard plastic ones are not available from the company that has made 
them before as they no longer can get the plastic blanks. 
 
I was sadden to learn of the passing of Carl Finchum in March.  He and his wife Karen joined the club when he 
bought a 1916 Seven Passenger Touring a few years ago.  He was still in the process of getting it back on the road at 
his passing. Karen said she would like to bring it to a meeting when it is ready.  

Nancy Bacon 
President, Indy Chapter 

Annual Studebaker Nationals and Orphan Car Drags 

Bean Blossom, Indiana May 27 and May 28 
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At the Drags 

Our hosts, Richard and Rose Poe with their Mean, 

Green 1964 Challenger 

Barry McPherson with his 1955 Custom Hot Rod 

Steve and Gloria Woodall Official Drags photographer Tom Lawlis photographing 

Jeff and Kathy Westcott 
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Ninteen members gathered at Bubba’s 

for lunch and visiting on Sunday, June 

12.  President Nancy Bacon opened 

the meeting thanking all who 

attended.  Nancy reminded the club 

that the Annual Bacon Luau was July 

16 rain or shine. 

 

Secretary Beth Doran is all but 

finished with the new directory.  We 

hope to hand these out per request 

and not have to mail. 

 

We heard just recently the sad news 

that member, Carl Finchum passed away in March.  Carl and Karen have a 1916 Series 16 Touring Studebaker 

that is still in restoration.   

 

Andy Swartz motioned we adjourn, Charlie Griffith 2nd.                   Becky Griffith 

Bob and Cheryl Parker with their 1964 Daytona 

SDC Lunch and Meeting at Bubba’s 33 

June 12, 2022 
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Welcome New Members 

Kurt & Lisa Weisner 
28 N Country Club Road 
Columbus IN  47201 
812-371-7928 
rhddatsun@gmail.com 
 
64 Wagonaire 
59 4E1 Pickup 
64 7E13 Flatbed 
55 E38 Dump 
 

Member Carl Finchum 

SDC member, Carl E. Finchum passed away at home in the early morning of 

March 9th, 2022. He passed at the age of 69. Carl was such a nice, happy man.  

Our club will surely miss his presence. 
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My 1957 Studebaker Golden Hawk 400 won the 
People's Choice Award ( the top Award given ) at 
the Sportscar Vintage Racing Association 
Invitational ( SVRA ) / Hagerty Cars and 
Caffeine car show held on the grounds of the 
IMS on July 18 & 19, 2022. 
 
The award was decided by a vote of participants 
and spectators. When the top Award was 
announced, the MC said, " by a landslide vote, 
the winner of the People's Choice Award is the 
1957 Studebaker Golden Hawk 400 of Tom 
Lawlis". Oh my! 

 
The show had over 200 entries of the usual hot rods, muscle cars, Corvettes, 
Camaros, Mustangs, Mopars, custom $ cars, Cadillac etc. , but was heavy on 
high end foreign sports cars such as Cooper, BMW, Mercedes, Porsche, 
Jaguar and Ferrari. Also represented were Shelby Cobras and a Ford GT40. 
Needless to say I was thrilled!! And as an added bonus I got 2 laps in on the 
IMS road course. 
 
Great weather, serious vintage race car racing all day and a good day for the 
Studebaker marque. What a great day it was for me.  

Tom Lawlis 
 

 

 

Unfortunately, SDC member Victor Melchiorre needs to sell his beautiful black 1964 Studebaker GT Hawk 
with only 70,150 miles on it. 
  

New tires in 2018 
Recent repairs: 
New battery and hold down bracket 
Flushed out cooling system, removed rusty freeze plugs, 
clean out rust sediment, install new brass freeze plugs 
Install new ignition switch 
Fixed tach 
  

I drove it to and from South Bend without any problems. 
During the South Bend SDC Meet, most folks said,  “This 
was the finest GT Hawk they have seen” or “This GT 
Hawk was so much better than theirs”. 
  

$27,500 or best offer. 
  
If you want see it in person or take it for a test drive, 
please give me a call. 
  

Regards, 
Mike Baker 
Avanti Restoration & Service Inc. 
317-498-2288 

The Awards Keep Coming For Tom Lawlis and His 1957 

Golden Hawk 

1964 GT Hawk For Sale 
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By: Bob Palma 

Technical Editor 

Studebaker Drivers Club  

 
Thanks to owners Brad and Christine Born, Danville has an unusual fondness for all things related to The Andy 
Griffith Show and its fictitious town of Mayberry. Since 1989, generations of Danville residents have enjoyed 
dining among Andy Griffith Show 
memorabilia while watching reruns of the 
show at the Born’s Mayberry Café on 
Danville’s town square.  

Did you know that actress Frances Bavier, 
who played the famous Aunt Bee on The 
Andy Griffith show, was a regular 
Studebaker customer? Indeed she was.  

Ms. Bavier passed away December 6, 1989 
at her home in Siler City, North Carolina. 
At the time of her death, she still owned 
the last new Studebaker she ever bought, a 
1966 Studebaker Daytona 2-door sedan. Although it had deteriorated somewhat from not being driven as they 
both aged, the car exists today, having been purchased from her estate in 1990 by a Studebaker enthusiast. 
 
“Aunt Bee’s” 1966 Studebaker was a six-cylinder 1966 Daytona Sports Sedan, identified as model 66S-F8 on 
this Retail Sale Card from The Studebaker National Museum. At the time, vehicles did not have what we now 
know as Vehicle Identification Numbers (VINs). 
Rather, they had simple Serial Numbers. Note 
that Ms. Bavier’s car carried Serial Number 
C131698.  
 
The car’s Production Order indicates it was 
Algonquin Green with a Black Vinyl Top, 
identical to the 1966 Daytona Sports Sedan 
shown in the 1966 Studebaker brochure shown 
here. Her car, however, had a black vinyl 
interior, rather than the white vinyl interior in 
the brochure car.  
 
Ms. Bavier’s 1966 Daytona was built October 18, 1965, but records indicate it remained unsold and in stock at 
Johnson Motor Sales in Santa Barbara, California when Studebaker discontinued automobile production on 
March 17, 1966. (South Bend, Indiana, Studebaker production ended on December 31, 1963. All 1965 and 1966 
Studebakers were assembled in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.)  
 
The Retail Sale Card indicates she bought the car from the largest Studebaker dealer on the west coast, Frost & 
French in Los Angeles. Unsubstantiated rumor has it that Frost & French went up and down the west coast 
buying leftover new Studebakers from smaller, marginal dealers after production ceased in Hamilton. The 
principals at Frost & French (including then-owner W. L. Bibens, who sold Ms. Bavier her Daytona) must have 
thought they had a good customer base who would want to buy one last new Studebaker now that new ones 
would no longer be available.   

Frances Bavier was one of those customers. She didn’t buy her new Daytona until June 14, 1966, almost 3 
months after the last Studebaker had been built. She knew Studebaker was out of business. In fact, in a 
November 6, 1972 letter to Studebaker Drivers Club member K. Victor Smith of Winston-Salem, N.C, she 

Aunt Bee’s Last Studebaker 
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testified, “I’ve driven Studebakers for 40 years -all kinds, all models- and no other car. Watching the 
pictures of the closing of the factory, I did indeed weep!'' It 
is known that she was driving a 1962 Studebaker Lark at the 
time, so she may have wanted to replace it, although she 
apparently did not trade it in. 

Ms. Bavier, as Aunt Bee, may be seen driving her 1966 
Studebaker Daytona in at least one Mayberry R.F.D. episode. 
The episode entitled The Mynah Bird has extensive footage of 
her in the car…and since it is in color, the car’s colors are 
apparent.   
 
Thanks are extended to my good friend and authority on all 
things Andy Griffith and The Andy Griffith Show, Bill Pressler 
of Kent OH, for bringing this material to my attention.  
 
Bill was in Indianapolis for the Studebaker Drivers Club 
International Meet in September 2021. During the week, my 

wife and I took Bill and five additional out-of-state Studebaker friends to Danville’s Mayberry Café for dinner 
one night. We called ahead to tell them we had a late party of eight coming, so they were prepared. Our party 
thoroughly enjoyed the meal and Mayberry atmosphere and were still conversing at closing time; an enjoyable 
experience for all. They still talk about it; the wait staff was so friendly and accommodating. Good PR for 
Danville and Hendricks County.  
 
Frances Bavier’s gravestone reads, “To live in the hearts of those left behind is not to die.” Indeed….and 
regarding Aunt Bee’s preferred automobiles, as the late Paul Harvey would say; “Now you know the rest of the 
story.” 
 
  
As you can see on page 1, the Brickyard Bulletin is on its 49th volume, making next year it’s “golden” 

anniversary. I don’t know how long the club had been established before the Brickyard, that’s something that 

needs investigated. In celebration of our 50th plans are being made for special editions/articles in 2023. I’ll 

keep you up to date on our progress and may need assistance from members. 

Becky Griffith  
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Saturday, July 16 at 1:00 p.m. – Bacon’s Annual Luau. 

Bring a favorite side  dish or dessert and join us for some fun.  Joe 
once again is providing the meat. The Bacon’s address is 1701 E. 
Lawrence Avenue, 46227. 

 

Mark Your Calendar: 

 

 

Saturday, August 14 at 1:00 p.m. Lunch at Willow LeaVes at 326 Jackson Street, Hope, 

IN 47246.  After lunch, host Jim Lime has invited the club to visit Studebaker International just a few 
blocks away. 
 

Saturday, September 10 at 1:00 p.m. – Drive Your Studebaker Day! 
Hosted by Jeff and Kathy Westcott. We’ll meet up for lunch at LePeep Intech 
Commons, 6335 Intech Commons Drive, Indianapolis, 46278. There is lots of 
parking outside and a side room inside that holds about 40.  The restaurant 
closes at 3:00 p.m. so don’t be surprised if we’re the last ones there.  They serve 
breakfast and lunch items, we’ll order off the menu.  Hope to see you there.  Call, 
text or email Jeff Westcott at 317-759-8895 or Westcott2@gmail.com 
 
 

September 16-17 - 2022 Pure Stock Drags in Stanton, Michigan  

 

September 30, October 1 & 2 – Newport Antique Auto Hill Climb 

 

October – Open 

 

November – Annual Thanksgiving lunch hosted by Mike and Yvonne Baker. 

 

Saturday, December 10 at 12:30 p.m. – Indy Chapter Christmas Party at Green Street Station 

in Brownsburg, hosted by Diane Elmore and Sandy Fox. 
 

 

 

  

 

Upcoming Events 

 

David O’Neal in his 1978 Avanti 

mailto:Westcott2@gmail.com
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The Brickyard Bulletin 

 
 

Published by the Indy Chapter Studebaker Drivers Club 

 
 

The Brickyard Bulletin is published monthly.  The deadline for summations is the 15th of the previous month. 

 

We hereby give permission to other S.D.C. chapters to use information from the newsletter when proper credit 

is given.  “”Reprinted or Reproduced from the Indy Chapter, Brickyard Bulletin.” 
 

Indy Chapter Officers 

President:  Nancy Bacon, 1701E. Lawrence Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46227at nancyjb1701@aol.com or 317-440-2786 

V. President:  Danny Taylor, 4083 Primrose Path, Greenwood, IN 461432 at dgtaylor8888@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Beth Doran 2717 E 75 N, Lebanon, IN 46052 at doran68ba@hotmail.com or 765-891-2704 

Treasurer:  Tom Flynn, 4531 S CR 500 E, Plainfield, IN  46168, at tom_and_trudy@yahoo.com or 317-837-5671 

Activities:  Charlie Griffith, 1526 S. Hunter Rd., Indianapolis, IN  46239, at  chazwork@msn.com or 317-538-1538 

Editor:  Becky Griffith, 1526 S. Hunter Rd., Indianapolis, IN  46239, at becinin@msn.com or 317-966-9817 

In addition 

Web Designer:  Jeff Westcott at www.indychaptersdc.org 

Facebook:  Larry Hopkins at Studebakers in Indy or https://www.facebook.com/groups/634984973222050/ 

 

National Directors 
 

President: Dennis Foust - studeguy54@gmail.com   
Vice President:   
Secretary: Cindy Foust - cfoust1966@gmail.com  
Treasurer: Jane Stinson - jestinson@aol.com 
Past President: Tom Curtis - tomnancurtis@aol.com 

 
National Board of Directors 

 

Crossroads Zone National Board Director: Bob Henning at rhnn15090@aol.com 

Crossroad Zone Coordinator: Joanne Hamblin 

Regional Manager Indiana: Bob Henning 

 
National SDC Membership 

 

Regular membership dues in the National Studebaker Club are $24.00 for new members 1st year 

only.  Renewals are $31.00 per year, which includes 12 monthly issues of Turning Wheels, the 

National SDC Magazine.  (Other memberships are available.) Application is available upon request or 

e-mail studebakerdriverclub.com.  

 

National SDC membership is a prerequisite. Renewal INDY Chapter dues are $18.00. Renewals are 

payable January each year. After March a $5.00 late fee will be added. Application is available upon 

request. 
Updated March, 2022 

mailto:nancyjb1701@aol.com
mailto:dgtaylor8888@gmail.com
mailto:at%20doran68ba@hotmail.com
mailto:tom_and_trudy@yahoo.com
mailto:chazwork@msn.com
mailto:becinin@msn.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/634984973222050/
mailto:jestinson@aol.com
mailto:tomnancurtis@aol.com
mailto:tomnancurtis@aol.com
mailto:rhnn15090@aol.com
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Indy Chapter SDC 

Becky Griffith, Editor 

1526 S. Hunter Rd 

Indianapolis, IN  46239 

To: 


