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23 Studebaker Members gathered at the El Azabache Mexican Restaurant on Indy’s South side for our Polar 
Vortex Luncheon.  It was good to see everyone. 
 
Nancy Bacon thanked everyone for being troopers on this COLD day.  No new members or guests were present. 
 
Tom Flynn had reported our Treasury balance was $ 14,026.08. 
 
Do we want to sponsor two cars again at the Studebaker Museum as in 
the past? Andy Swartz made a motion to sponsor the cars. Larry 
Kennedy 2nd.  Motion passed. 
 
Are we going to sponsor the Trophy Classes at Dubuque, Iowa?  It’s the 
60th Diamond Jubilee International Meet on June 25-29, 2024.  Mike 
Baker made a motion to sponsor.  Joe Bacon 2nd. Motion passed. 
 
South Bend Chapter has renamed their annual June swap meet to “StudeBaker Indiana”.  
 
Nancy received information on receiving Turning Wheels digitally –Digital Magazine will be $29/yr,  Turning 
Wheels will be $46/yr. to receive the magazine, and  member only, $15/yr.  If you receive the digital version, 
you can print off any page you wish. 

 
Mike Baker spoke with Mark Enlow regarding the Avanti Club to tour 
in South Bend. We may possibly be able to have a combined meeting. 
 
There is a possibility of caravanning to Dubuque, Iowa with the Avanti 
and Studebaker members. Agenda of Events for the week was 
discussed as well as other close interesting places to visit – Field of 
Dreams, John Deere Museum, etc. to make it a vacation and not just a 
meet.  
 

BRICKYARD 

BULLETIN
 

The Indy Chapter started the cold New Year off with a nice lunch at El Azabache Mexican Restaurant. I was ask 
about how we chose locations for our meetings and it is pretty simple.  We try to pick locations on all sides of town 
and surrounding towns.  Our club is made up of families from the central Indiana area. If you know of a place that 
can accommodate our group of 30 to 50 people let Mark Enlow our Activities Director know. Restaurants are good if 
they can give us an area that is a private room or at least offer seating together.  Club houses, community centers, 
parks and even back yards are great for the always popular pitch in lunches. Mark is working on some destination 
meetings and getting our cars out to show them off for the good weather months ahead. Hosting a monthly meeting 
is as easy as making a reservation! This year we are also trying to have everyone RSVP so we have a better idea of 
how many will be attending.  Hope to see everyone at one of our upcoming events soon!! 

Nancy Bacon 
President, Indy Chapter 

 

Lunch at El Azabache 

January 20, 2024 
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Larry Kennedy made a motion to adjourn, Andy Swartz 2nd. 
 
 February 17, we will 
meet for lunch at the 
Copper Kettle in 
Morristown.  Call or 
text Charlie Griffith 
with your reservation.  
We need a head count 
as all restaurants are 

asking for a firm number they will be serving. Call or text Charlie at 
317-538-1538 or chazwork@msn.com. 

Submitted by 
Beth Doran, Secretary 

 

Back home again: Studebaker National 
Museum purchases race car built for the 
Indy 500 

Ed Semmler 

South Bend Tribune 

0:03 

0:59 

.  

had been using the vehicle for vintage racing up until 2021, according to Andrew 
Beckman, archivist with the Studebaker National Museum.  

The entire article can be read in the South Bent Tribune, October24, 2023 
 
 

  

SOUTH BEND ― An 

important part of Studebaker 

history has made its way 

back home ― and this time 

it’s permanent. 

 A Studebaker race car built 

and later modified for the 

running of the Indianapolis 

500 in 1932 and 1933 was 

acquired in early August 

from a private collector in 

Kansas City, who 

https://www.southbendtribune.com/staff/5144544001/ed-semmler/
https://www.studebakermuseum.org/
https://www.southbendtribune.com/staff/5144544001/ed-semmler/
https://www.southbendtribune.com/picture-gallery/news/2023/10/24/photo-gallery-studebaker-indy-500-race-car/71295934007/
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Studebaker National Museum & Razorfly 

Studios Announce the Start of Fozzie Bear’s 

Studebaker Restoration! 
 

 

The Muppets hold a special place in the hearts of many as does their first feature film, the 1979 
classic The Muppet Movie. The Studebaker National Museum (the Museum) is home to the iconic 
bullet-nosed 1951 Studebaker Commander driven by Fozzie Bear and Kermit in the movie.  

The Museum is working with RazorFly Studios out of Sylva, North Carolina, to restore the Muppet car. 
RazorFly Studios is an International Academy Award-winning costume, prop house, and custom car 
builder, specializing in building screen-accurate replica vehicles. The Museum plans to have the car 
back in South Bend the summer of 2025. 

We will continue to seek donations for special components of the restoration and to build an exhibit 
in the Museum that brings the movie magic to life! Both the Museum and RazorFly Studios will be 
sharing regular updates on the car’s progress -- please follow: 

 

Studebaker socials attached at the bottom!  

RazorFly Studios 

Facebook: facebook.com/razorflystudios.com 

Instagram: @razorflystudios 

Twitter/X: @RazorflyStudios 
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Car for Sale 
 

Josh Wehr (317.777.2268) has a 1950 customized Starlight Coupe is for sale by the son-in-law of the owner who 
has passed away. 
 
He is not totally sure of all the info needed but says it has a different engine.  Automatic tranny.  Needs a new 
battery. Not driven for two years (per my friend). Has a clean title. Asking $18,000. 

 

  

Source: e-mail to Pete Yuen 

Little Known or Forgotten Facts About Studebaker 

Before WW1, there was a 100,000 Mile Club for Studebakers that had been driven 100,000 miles or more. In 

1918, A Studebaker Big Six Touring car, called "Old Grandaddy," was driven over 500,000 miles in 5 1/2 years. 

The first wagons were built in 1852. The first carriage in 1856 and the first car in 1899. It was an electric car. 

The first gasoline Studebaker was built in 1904. The first 4- cylinder Studebaker was built in 1905 and had a 

driveshaft. Many cars still used chain drives at the start of WW1. 

In 1925, Studebaker built a $1,000,000 proving ground. GM had built a smaller one in 1924. Proving ground 

trees spelled out the Studebaker name and can be clearly seen at 10,000 feet altitude. 

In 1926, a Studebaker Commander Six had beaten the transcontinental record by 16 hours and beat the 

transcontinental trains by 6 hours and 25 minutes. 
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In 1926, all counties in the desert states of New Mexico and Arizona used Studebaker Commanders exclusively 

for their Sheriff's cars. 
 

In the teens and twenties and early thirties, Studebaker used more Timken Bearings than any other car maker, 

even using them on kingpins and spindles. They also used ball bearings in the shackles on some models. 

Also, in the teens and twenties, Studebaker exported more high- powered cars than any other makes. There 

were probably 150 makes at the time. Only 7 brands had more horsepower than the Big Six. In the late 1920's 

three President Straight Eights were driven on the Atlantic City Speedway continuously, 24 hours a day for 

30,000 miles at over 60 MPH. Three Commanders were driven for 25,000 miles at over 60 MPH.  

In 1931, Studebaker built a 10 cylinder-in-line experimental engine.  

Studebaker placed 8th at the 1930 Indianapolis 500 Race. 

During 1931, a Studebaker was driven from South Bend to Indianapolis, around Monument Circle and back to 

South Bend. the trip was 300 mile while the car was driven at an average speed of 75 mile per hour. At the 

Indianapolis 500 Race came in 5th place. The car used ran the National Racing Circuit all year, finishing in 3rd 

place. The car cost $1,500 and repair for the year was just under $2.00. The same car was entered in the 

Indianapolis race the next year (1932) and finished in 3rd place. It was the first car with a stock engine to 

average over 100 miles per hour. The average worked out to be 102.66 MPH.  

The following year, Studebaker won the Pikes peak Race and also set a new trans-continental record. 

Studebaker has held more records than all other companies combined for speed and endurance, still holding 

over 100 records in 1970, four years after auto production had ceased. Studebaker in 1933 had a factory team of 

5 cars entered at Indianapolis. All five cars finished along with two other Studebaker powered cars, taking 7 of 

the first 12 places. Andy Gratenelli owns one of these old factory cars and in 1962, made exhibition runs at 

Indianapolis before the race at 140 MPH, 29 years later.  

These racing cars used the President Straight Eight engines. The only modification being 2 carburetors and 

manifolds to match the higher compression. This engine was then put in production and used in the Speedway 

President Models.  

When, in 1927, stock car meant just that, Studebaker entered the 75-mile race at the new Atlantic City 

Speedway on Labor Day for 6- cylinder cars. Two roadsters were entered and finished first and second at an 

average speed of 86 miles per hour, beating Buick, Chrysler, Hudson, Nash and a Star. Later the same year, the 

AAA Contest Board made a new classification for six- cylinder cars costing $2,000 or less. It was to be a 75-

mile race at Charlotte, N.C. Studebaker entered three Commanders which all qualified at better than 85MPH. 

The other entrants, Buick, Chrysler, Hudson and Nash all withdrew, saying that their engines could not 

maintain that speed for the full distance. Three Commanders then raced alone. Being the only entrants, all 

three cars finished at better that 88 MPH. The Studebaker Commander Six engine had the longest run of any 

six-cylinder engine a period spanning over 30 years.  

In the 30's the Big Six Commanders were often referred to as the "Bootleggers" being popular with those law 

breakers of prohibition days. The big luxury cars could outrun anything else on the road at the time. Very 

handy if the following car was the police in pursuit.  

An Avanti in 1964 ran 92 mile plus in a one mile from a standing start and ran 168 plus mile per hour in a 

flying start. Both runs were made in two directions and then average. In all Studebaker record events, the AAA 

had strict supervision. In the 20's and 30's, when a company entered a speed of endurance event. the AAA 

came to the factory and picked the cars off the assembly line, saying, "These are the cars that you will race." 

There could be no cheating.  

In 1964, the Avanti averaged 170.8 MPH for all distances from 1KM to 10 miles.  

Studebaker held Indianapolis stock car record in the 500- mile race for 15 years, 1933 to 1948.  

Thousands of trucks were built by Studebaker as well as thousands of engines for the B-17 Flying Fortresses for 

WWII.  
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Saturday, February 17 at 1:00 p.m. – Lunch at the Kopper Kettle restaurant, 135 West Main 

Street, Morristown, IN 46161. We have two food selections, filet mignon or fried chicken which they 

are known for. Lunch is served family style and includes salad with choice of dressing, whipped 

potatoes, creamed gravy, country season green beans, dinner rolls and ice cream for dessert. 
 

Charlie Griffith needs a head count by Saturday, February 10.  Call or text Charlie at 

317-538-1538 or at chazwork@msn.com with your order of chicken or steak. 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, March 16, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. - Larry and Sue Kennedy will host a joint Winter Meet 

with the Indy Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club and the Southern Indiana/Kentucky Chapter of 

the Hudson Club. This joint meet will be held at the Franklin Township Civic League, 8822 

Southeastern Avenue, Indianapolis, IN  46239 (located two houses beyond the Ordinary in downtown 

Wanamaker).  Hosts will provide a meat dish, water, coffee and iced tea. Bring your place settings 

and a dish or dessert to share.  This facility is handicapped accessible and has a handicapped 

restroom, but no kitchen facilities.  There are lots of electrical outlets for crockpots and plenty of 

parking spaces.  If you have questions, contact Larry Kennedy at 317-862-2020 
 

Saturday, May 11 at 11:00 a.m. Tour at the Atterbury-Bakalar Air Museum at 4742 

Ray Boll Blvd, Columbus, In 47203. See inside the Fairchild C-119 Flying Boxcar. Same type aircraft 

used in Studebaker Avanti Operation Airlift, May 1962 to fly two Avantis around USA for dealer 

demonstrations. 
 

At Noon – Lunch at Hangar Five Restaurant at 2770 Ray Boll Blvd, Columbus, IN 47203.  

After lunch a free guided air museum tour by Patrick Billey, former Studebaker Owner. 
 

Also, photos opportunities of Studebakers at the Miller House. 
 

RSVP by May 6 to Mike Baker at mikebaker@aoai.org . Designated parking for Studebakers and 

Avantis. 
 

Saturday, May 25 Studebaker Nationals Drags - The annual Studebaker Nationals held in 

Bunker Hill, Indiana. All performance and skill levels welcome. Bunker Hill, Indiana, is about 14 miles 

north of Kokomo, IN and the Studebaker Nationals will be Saturday the 25th so bring your car to race, 

or not, and come to and enjoy the day with us. This is a track day and open to us so you can make 

passes in you Studebaker just for the fun of it. There’s a snack bar at the track. For more information 

about this event Checkout Bunker Hill Dragstrip web site @ www.Bunkerhilldragstrip.com or call 

Richard Poe at 812-345-5414, or roserichpoe@att.net 
 

May 31 – June 1 –StudeBaker Indiana Annual June Swap Meet in South Bend at the St. Joseph 

Fairgrounds.  
 

June 25 – 29 - 60th Diamond Jubilee International Meet is June 25-29, 2024 in Dubuque, Iowa.  

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

mailto:chazwork@msn.com
mailto:mikebaker@aoai.org
mailto:roserichpoe@att.net
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Indy Chapter SDC 

Becky Griffith, Editor 

1526 S. Hunter Rd 

Indianapolis, IN  46239 

February 

Published by the Indy Chapter Studebaker Drivers Club 

 

The Brickyard Bulletin is published monthly.  The deadline for summations is the 15th of the previous 

month. 
 

We hereby give permission to other S.D.C. chapters to use information from the newsletter when proper 

credit is given.  “”Reprinted or Reproduced from the Indy Chapter, Brickyard Bulletin.” 

 

Indy Chapter Officers 

President:  Nancy Bacon, 1701E. Lawrence Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46227at nancyjb1701@aol.com or 

317-440-2786 

V. President:  Larry Kennedy, 9350 Vandergriff Road, Indpls, 46239 indyhudson@comcast.net or 

317-908-6401 

Secretary:  Beth Doran 2717 E 75 N, Lebanon, IN 46052 at doran68ba@hotmail.com or 765-891-2704 

Treasurer:  Tom Flynn, 4531 S CR 500 E, Plainfield, IN  46168, at tom_and_trudy@yahoo.com or 

317-837-5671 

Activities:  Mark Enlow, 5875 Crestview Ave, Indpls 46220 menlow@indyrr.com or 317-694-3885 
 

In addition 
 

Editor:  Becky Griffith, 1526 S. Hunter Rd., Indy,  46239, at becinin@msn.com or 317-966-9817 

Web Designer:  Jeff Westcott at www.indychaptersdc.org 

Facebook:  Larry Hopkins at Studebakers in Indy 

or https://www.facebook.com/groups/634984973222050/ 

 

National Directors 
 

President: Dennis Foust - studeguy54@gmail.com 
Vice President:  Don Jones 
Secretary: Cindy Foust - cfoust1966@gmail.com  
Treasurer: Jane Stinson - jestinson@aol.com 
Past President: Tom Curtis - tomnancurtis@aol.com 
 

National Board of Directors 
 

Crossroads Zone National Board Director: Bob Henning 

at rhnn15090@aol.com 

Crossroad Zone Coordinator: Dave Hamblin 

Regional Manager Indiana: Bob Henning 
 

National SDC Membership 
 

Regular membership dues in the National Studebaker Club are $37.00 

for new members 1st year only.  Renewals are $46.00 per year, which 

includes 12 monthly issues of Turning Wheels, the National SDC 

Magazine.  (Other memberships are available.) Application is available 

upon request or e-mail studebakerdriverclub.com.  

 

National SDC membership is a prerequisite. Renewal INDY Chapter 

dues are $18.00. Renewals are payable January each year. After March 

a $5.00 late fee will be added. Application is available upon request. 

 

Updated January, 2024 
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