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It was a sunny, warmer day for the Studebaker and Hudson Clubs to exercise their vintage vehicles and gather 
at Franklin Township Civic League Building in Wannamaker, Indiana.  70 members and guests enjoyed visiting 
and eating and enjoying friendships.  
 
President, Nancy Bacon thanked Larry and 
Sue Kennedy for hosting.  
 
Tom Flynn, Treasurer reported that 68 
members are paid for this year.  Bank 
balance is $13,718.20. We have adopted 
two vehicles at the Studebaker National 
Museum in South Bend. They are a 1950 
Champion Convertible and 1954 
Commander Starlight (Bourke’s Car) for 
the 2024 year.  Five pairs of tickets were 
awarded to our Chapter for adopting the 
cars and are available on a first come, first 
served basis to our members to visit the Studebaker Museum. 
 
Mark Enlow, Activities Chairperson, reported he needed help for a meeting place in April. The Doran’s 
reported that we have reservations at the Angry Donkey at 230 Main Street, Michigantown, IN. for April 13 
at 1:00 PM which brought a smile to Mark’s face. It’s on the far North side of Indy.  Please RSVP to Beth 
Doran – 765-891-2704 by Monday, April 8.   
 
May 11, we’ll tour the Atterbury-Bakalar Air Museum in Columbus, IN.  and have lunch at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Hangar Five Restaurant.  Please RSVP to Mike Baker by May 6.  There is designated parking for the 
Studebakers and Avantis. 
 

BRICKYARD 

BULLETIN
 

Seventy members of the Southern Indiana Hudson Club and the Indy Chapter got together for the annual pitch in 

lunch March16th. The weather was great and the food was amazing! The sunny day brought out many members and 

their cars that had been cooped up all winter. 

 

During the meeting it was mentioned that there is some interest in caravanning to the International Meet in Dubuque 

June 24-29.  Dubuque is about 400 miles from central Indiana and several Indy Chapter members are planning on 

attending. If you are going and want to join up with others let Mark Enlow, our activities director know and we will 

try put together a list of who is interested.  The International Meet is always the biggest event in SDC of the year.  It 

is a great way to take a vacation and a SDC meet at the same time. There are many fun events planned so plan on 

going, see new places, met old and new friends and we will see you there! 
Nancy Bacon 

President, Indy Chapter 
 

Pitch-in at the Franklin Township Civic League 

Saturday, March 16 
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May 25th, the Studebakers are at Bunker Hill & the Indiana Outlaw 
Gassers. See details on page 6 of the March Brickyard. 
 
May 31 – June 1 is the Studebaker Indiana Annual Sway Meet in South 
Bend at the St. Joseph Fairgrounds.  Joe Bacon is still the head judge. 
 
June 25 – 29 is the 60th Diamond Jubilee International Meet in 
Dubuque, Iowa. 
 
Phil Schaefer invited all to the Vintage Camper Rally in Columbus on 
October 5, Saturday, to go through the campers.  12 – 3 pm is the Open 
House at the Cera Sports Park & Campground at 3989 S 525 E Columbus.  
The Camper Rally is FREE. 
We could possibly caravan to Columbus.  Contact Mark Enlow for details. 
 
Danny Taylor invited all to the MCA’s 3rd Annual Rockin’ Retro 
Father Daughter Dance on Friday, April 19th from 6:30 – 8:30 PM 
at the MCA Gym in Mooresville. Contact Danny if any questions.  

 
Becky Griffith had a newspaper 
article of the Muppets Mobile Article 
in the January newspaper if anyone 
wished to learn more. 
 
May 5 in Auburn Indiana at the 
NATMUS Museum, home of the 
Futureliner, also that building was 
the L-29 assembly, is a meet. The 
Auburn, Cord, Duesenberg Museum 
is also there. So Campus Passes to 
both museums are available.  They 
have a nice meet. Contact Rick 
Crawley. 30 Collector Cars will all be 
displayed that weekend. 
 
Rick Crawley made a motion to adjourn.  Jeff Westcott 2nd the motion. Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Beth Doran, Secretary 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Member Larry Hopkins brought his 

daughter, Michelle Proctor, and grand-

daughter, Zoey Hardin, visiting from 

California 

SDC Member John Boyer 

drove his new to him, 

bought in August, 2023, 

1952 Studebaker pick-up 

for the first time to a meet.  
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ANOTHER  FEATHER  IN HIS CAP  

By, and Thanks to Dan Kuhl 
 
  

We, in the Studebaker world are celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the Avanti debut. I believe this celebration 
should include all aspects of this car’s great history, including a little-known achievement by Raymond Loewy.  
  
In my search for material concerning the anniversary, I chose a subject that was in its infancy in the 1950’s and 
became one of the dominate features on the cars manufactured today.  This feature is automobile safety.  
  
With the rising death toll from auto accidents the Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and Cornell University 
embarked on a joint project in 1957, the first “research based” safety car.  
  
Ford was responsible for the engineering and Raymond Loewy the esthetic design aspects of the safety 
car.  According to media hype the car would allow its occupants to walk away, unharmed from a 50 mph 
collision.  
  
Features of the Cornell-Liberty safety car included a rollover bar, shock absorbing bumpers, and side 
protection to protect the occupants during a side crash.  Other features included seat belts that would protect 
the occupants from the “second collision” with the dash/steering wheel or the windshield.  
  
For those that are interested the original 13- page manual describing the features of this car, it is available at 
the Henry Ford Museum web site.  This car clearly demonstrated that safety can be achieved without 
destroying the cars aesthetic aspects.  
  
Somebody at Studebaker was paying attention.  The Avanti designed by Raymond Loewy’s team in Palm 
Springs just four years later clearly demonstrates that safety and design can go hand-in-hand.  The Avanti 
came with a padded dash, roll bar, seat belts, bucket seats, and special door locks, all of which were to keep 
the driver and occupants secure in the Avanti.  And, to prevent accidents the Avanti came with disc brakes, 
very much ahead of other American manufacturers at the time of its debut.  The Avanti was truly ahead of its 
time, and a real example of the Cornell-Liberty safety car.  In closing the Cornell-Liberty safety car is on display 
at the Henry Ford Museum.  
  
References:  
  
Jacobus, John L. And Evelyn Jacobus, Contributor (Spring 2022). U.S. Automobile Safety Principles and 
Strategies of the 1950s and 1960s. Automotive History Review, No. 63, pp. 24-43.  
  
The Henry Ford Museum at:  
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections/artifact/368754#slide=gs-226103  
  
  

 
  

https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections/artifact/368754%23slide=gs-226103
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Danny Taylor is looking for a few Studebakers for the event below: Be there at 6 until 7. It’s a retro 
Father - Daughter dance at my buddy’s school. Just wanted to have some old cars there for picture, taking as 
the father daughters come in.  Three or four cars would be great. Call or text me if they can come so I can 
coordinate with them. 317-294-6177 or dgtaylor8888@gmail.com. 
 
If our club members who bring a car, want to bring a daughter or granddaughter, they can get in the dance 
free. 
 
Best regards, 
Danny 

mailto:dgtaylor8888@gmail.com
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Saturday, April 13 at 1:00 p.m.. – Let’s kick off Spring with 

a little drive to the Angry Donkey, 230 Main Street, 

Michigantown, IN 46057. They have a real nice menu and 

plenty of street parking around the building. Bet your 

Studebakers would love to get out and stretch its wheels! 

Contact Beth Doran at doran68ba@hotmail.com or 765-891-

2704 by April 10 if you plan to attend. 
 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 11 at 11:00 a.m. – Lunch at Hangar Five Restaurant at 2770 Ray Boll 

Blvd, Columbus, IN 47203.   

 

After lunch we will tour the Atterbury-Bakalar Air 

Museum at 4742 Ray Boll Blvd, Columbus, In 

47203. See inside the Fairchild C-119 Flying Boxcar. 

Same type aircraft used in Studebaker Avanti 

Operation Airlift, May 1962 to fly two Avantis around 

USA for dealer demonstrations. 
 

Also, photos opportunities of Studebakers at the Miller 

House. 
 

RSVP by May 6 to Mike Baker at mikebaker@aoai.org . Designated parking for Studebakers and 

Avantis. 
 

Saturday, May 25 Studebaker Nationals Drags - The annual Studebaker Nationals held in 

Bunker Hill, Indiana. All performance and skill levels welcome. Bunker Hill, Indiana, is about 14 miles 

north of Kokomo, IN and the Studebaker Nationals will be Saturday the 25th so bring your car to race, 

or not, and come to and enjoy the day with us. This is a track day and open to us so you can make 

passes in you Studebaker just for the fun of it. There’s a snack bar at the track. For more information 

about this event Checkout Bunker Hill Dragstrip web site @ www.Bunkerhilldragstrip.com or call 

Richard Poe at 812-345-5414, or roserichpoe@att.net. See page 6 for more information. 
 

May 31 – June 1 –StudeBaker Indiana Annual June Swap Meet in South Bend at the St. Joseph 

Fairgrounds.  
 

June 25 – 29 - 60th Diamond Jubilee International Meet is June 25-29, 2024 in Dubuque, Iowa.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

mailto:doran68ba@hotmail.com
mailto:mikebaker@aoai.org
mailto:roserichpoe@att.net
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Indy Chapter SDC 

Becky Griffith, Editor 

1526 S. Hunter Rd 

Indianapolis, IN  46239 

April 

Published by the Indy Chapter Studebaker Drivers Club 

 

The Brickyard Bulletin is published monthly.  The deadline for summations is the 15th of the previous 

month. 
 

We hereby give permission to other S.D.C. chapters to use information from the newsletter when proper 

credit is given.  “”Reprinted or Reproduced from the Indy Chapter, Brickyard Bulletin.” 

 

Indy Chapter Officers 

President:  Nancy Bacon, 1701E. Lawrence Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46227at nancyjb1701@aol.com or 

317-440-2786 

V. President:  Larry Kennedy, 9350 Vandergriff Road, Indpls, 46239 indyhudson@comcast.net or 

317-908-6401 

Secretary:  Beth Doran 2717 E 75 N, Lebanon, IN 46052 at doran68ba@hotmail.com or 765-891-2704 

Treasurer:  Tom Flynn, 4531 S CR 500 E, Plainfield, IN  46168, at tom_and_trudy@yahoo.com or 

317-837-5671 

Activities:  Mark Enlow, 5875 Crestview Ave, Indpls 46220 menlow@indyrr.com or 317-694-3885 
 

In addition 
 

Editor:  Becky Griffith, 1526 S. Hunter Rd., Indy,  46239, at becinin@msn.com or 317-966-9817 

Web Designer:  Jeff Westcott at www.indychaptersdc.org 

Facebook:  Larry Hopkins at Studebakers in Indy 

or https://www.facebook.com/groups/634984973222050/ 

 

National Directors 
 

President: Dennis Foust - studeguy54@gmail.com 
Vice President:  Don Jones 
Secretary: Cindy Foust - cfoust1966@gmail.com  
Treasurer: Jane Stinson - jestinson@aol.com 
Past President: Tom Curtis - tomnancurtis@aol.com 
 

National Board of Directors 
 

Crossroads Zone National Board Director: Bob Henning 

at rhnn15090@aol.com 

Crossroad Zone Coordinator: Dave Hamblin 

Regional Manager Indiana: Bob Henning 
 

National SDC Membership 
 

Regular membership dues in the National Studebaker Club are $37.00 

for new members 1st year only.  Renewals are $46.00 per year, which 

includes 12 monthly issues of Turning Wheels, the National SDC 

Magazine.  (Other memberships are available.) Application is available 

upon request or e-mail studebakerdriverclub.com.  

 

National SDC membership is a prerequisite. Renewal INDY Chapter 

dues are $18.00. Renewals are payable January each year. After March 

a $5.00 late fee will be added. Application is available upon request. 

 

Updated January, 2024 
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